Conventional fish stock assessment methods are mostly dependent on commercial catch data. But there are more and more situations in which alternative assessment methods are needed. For instance, for stocks that are collapsed, the fishery might be closed so that fishery catches are unavailable or unreliable. Misreporting and unaccounted discards generate difficulties reliably converting landings to effective catches at sea. Also, advice is required for an increasing number of stocks, and for many of them historical series of fishery catches disaggregated by age do not exist, making conventional assessments impossible. In that context, research survey-based measurements made at sea with standardised methods and in known conditions represent an invaluable set of fishery-independent data on which to base an assessment. What type of assessment do these data lead to and how could such assessments be useful alongside or instead of existing methods?
